4r "/ 3 0 / 4 , ? 

Colombia’s 
Cabinet Quits 
Over Reform 

From News Dispatches 

BOGOTA, Colombia, Nov. 
29 — Liberal President Carlos 
Lleras Restrepo forced the 
resignation of his coalition 
Cabinet this morning after an 
all-night session in which he 
accused the opposition Con- 
servatives of sabotaging his 
program for social and eco- 
nomic reforms. 

“The position of weakness 
in which the government has 
been placed is damaging pub- 
lic order,” he said in the all- 
night session. “We have had 
peace in the schools. Today 
that peace is being broken all 
over the country.” 

He ‘referred to ;> recent 
strikes and demonstrations by 
high school and university stu- 
dents in Cali and other cities. 

The armed forces promptly 
announced their support for 
Lleras Restrepo, saying he 
was acting “in the highest in- 
terests of the nation.” 

Lleras Restrepo announced 
he would seek a full political 
realignment of his govern- 
ment, possibly linking his Lib- 
eral Party with a Conservative 
splinter group headed by fol- 
lowers of the late President 
Laureano Gomez. 

The outgoing Cabinet was 
made up of six Liberals, six 
Conservatives, and a military 
officer'. 

Its resignation followed the! 
refusal of the Conservative co- 
alition partner to support a 
presidential formula on the fu- 


ture make-up of Congress. 

A reduction in the size of 
both legislative chambers is 
among the constitutional re- 
forms which Lleras Restrepo 
has been battling to get 
through Congress for three 
years. 

Under the reforms, Lleras 
Restrepo wants to ' : .db away. 

. gradually with the two-party ' 
National Front system of gov- 
eminent • under which his Lib-', 
era) ,, Party has . alternated the 
presidency oh four-year terms 
with the Conservatives since 

1958. ■ ■ , , . , ; :i: 

At the same time, the presi- 
dent today announced 'he in- 
tended to remove by Dec. 16 a 
state of siege, under which 
Colombia has lived for. three 
years. He said the nation is 
living at peace and faces no 
threat from guerrillas. 

(State Department officials 
in Washington viewed the Co- 
lombian Cabinet resignation 
as a political pressure move 
by Lieras Restrepo to seek a 
way of getting his reforms en- 
acted. They did not expect a 
return to the civil strife that 
wracked Colombia before the 
coalition was formed in 1958.) 

3 Killed in Venezuela 
Pre-Election Violence 

Reuters 

CARACAS, Nov. 29— Three 
persons, including two police- 
men, were killed and an oil 
pipeline was blown ,up today, I 
less than 48 hours before Ven- 
ezuela’s general elections. 

Terrorists shot and killed a 
National Guardsman today at 
a checkpoint about 63 miles! 
west of Caracas. They later 1 
killed a policeman near Valen- 
cia, an Interior Ministry' 
spokesman said. 



